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Conservation News 

2026 USWCD Annual Tree 
Sale to be held on April 18!  

Mark your calendars for this year’s tree sale!  The sale will be 
held at the Union County Agricultural Center parking lot, and  

We will be conducting the  
sale as a drive-through event again this year.  

Evergreens will be sold in packets of 25  
Canaan Fir, White Pine, and White Spruce 

Hardwood and Shrub species sold in packets of 5  
American Chestnut, American Plum, Bold Cypress, Black  

Cherry, Blackhaw Viburnum, Paper Birch, Shadblow  
Serviceberry, Sugar Maple, and Swamp White Oak 

The sale will be held from 9:00 a.m. to noon,  
or until  SOLD OUT! 

Trees are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Cash and checks are accepted. Due to the supply running out, 
wait until the time of purchase to write your checks. 

The order form and a description of each species are  
included in this newsletter on pages 2 -4 

Union Soil & Water Conservation District   Phone: (937) 642-5871 ext. 4 

18000 State Route 4, Suite D 

Marysville, OH 43040      www.unioncountyohio.gov/USWCD 
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NEW!  USWCD is holding it’s 1st  
Tilapia Sale in Spring of 2026  

Details available on Page 5-6 
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Drainage Maintenance Update 
Mill creek Logjam update  

H&H land clearing  has begun second phase of the mill creek logjam       
removal project. H&H will begin at the Delaware county line and head  

upstream towards Logan county cutting the dead standing trees from the 
top twenty five feet of the bank. Field staff will be out marking trees to be 

cut and removed . If you have any questions feel free to give Union Soil 
and Water Conservation District a call. 

If you have any drainage-related questions, contact our office  
Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

        Joe Eads, Drainage Maintenance Supervisor  18000 State Route 4, Ste. D, 

        Email: jeads@unioncountyohio.gov   Marysville, OH 43040 

        Ph: 937-209-2236      www.unioncountyohio.gov/USWCD 

https://www.unioncountyohio.gov/USWCD
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Wild About Wildlife 
Brent Nickel, Union SWCD Wildlife Specialist.  

bnickel@unioncountyohio.gov 

Winter Wildlife, Habitat,  
Interests and Concerns 

Injured—or what appears to be Helpess Wildlife? 
Call or contact the Ohio Wildlife Center – 614-793-WILD (9453) – then follow their every instruction!

www.ohiowildlifecenter.org 

OLHAP - OHIO 

LANDOWNER/

HUNTER ACCESS 

PARTNERSHIP  

PROGRAM 

Looking for some 

new places to hunt?   

Have you heard about 

the OLHAP program?   

Check out the above 

link to find out more 

about the newest 

hunter access  

program in Ohio. 

What’s In-Season 
Always Refer to the Current Year’s Regulations.  

Hunting Regulations: 

Fishing Regulations:  
 

“Hunting With Permission” forms and hard copies of 

the Hunting and Fishing Regulations 

are available at our office. 

Get the HuntFishOH Mobile APP  

and get everything in one place! 

Muskrat or Beaver Problems?.... 

Now is the Time! 

A timely reminder for anyone experiencing  

chronic damage from Muskrats or Beaver.   

Now is the time to recruit trappers to reduce the  

potentially explosive muskrat population.  

In Union County, the regulated Muskrat  

and Beaver trapping seasons run until 

February 28, 2026 

Duck, Duck, Goose! 
Waterfowl seasons will be ending soon and the nesting 

season is right around the corner.  Now is the time to 

think about next years ducklings by constructing nest 

structures and placing them before the ice melts.   

I have nest plans available in my office. 

On another note, if you have had nuisance geese  

problems in the past, you are likely to have them again. 

Efforts to legally discourage Canada geese from nesting 

on properties should begin early.  It takes uncommon  

persistence to keep them from instinctively nesting.   

If, despite one’s very best efforts, one still needs  

assistance, the Ohio Division of Wildlife has an on-line 

website to assist with human-geese conflicts.  

To learn more about human/ goose conflicts and to 

apply for a Goose Damage Permit click HERE! 

Wildlife Conflict Management 
...Forget Control! 

Experiencing wildlife conflicts?  Try the solutions  

associated with this wildlife conflict resolution website! 

The Internet Center for Wildlife Damage Management: 

www.icwdm.org 

Christmas Trees for Wildlife 

Placing a wildlife brush shelter on your property can add an 

interesting and important element to your backyard habitat, 

attracting a wide variety of wildlife that may have been 

missing. Providing dense, heavy and secure shelter close 

to the ground can attract many animals that may not feel 

comfortable otherwise.  An old Christmas tree can make a 

great base. This is the easiest thing you can do with your 

tree if you have a yard. It directly benefits the wildlife in 

your backyard during winter months because brush piles 

and dead trees offer food and needed  

protection from the chill. 

Wildlife Brush Piles …..Cottontail Condos 
Winter is a great time to construct heavy-duty brush piles. 

No, not small piles of limbs.  Begin by placing large  

diameter pieces (Six inch +.), at the base. Arrange the 

base to have four compartments by placing logs across the  

middle of each side.  As each row goes up, move the logs 

“in” one width, so that a pyramid shape begins to form. At 

about four feet high, place leftover limbs and other cuttings 

on top as a roof.  Add to the top of the pile as necessary. 

1 2 

4 3 

mailto:bnickel@unioncountyohio.gov
https://ohiowildlifecenter.org/
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/ohio-landowner-hunter-access
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/laws-regs-licenses/Ohio%20Hunting%20and%20Trapping%20Regulations%20ENGLISH.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/laws-regs-licenses/OhioFishingRegs_English.pdf
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/buy-and-apply/hunting-fishing-boating/hunting-resources/huntfishoh-mobile-app
https://ohiodnr.gov/buy-and-apply/special-use-permits/nuisance-wildlife-permits/goose-damage
https://icwdm.org/
http://www.nwf.org/How-to-Help/Garden-for-Wildlife/Gardening-Tips/Attracting-Wildlife-With-Dead-Trees.aspx
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Technical Trivia: Retention Basins 
Covering conservation and drainage topics on a quarterly basis.  

Retention basins come in many forms, but they all share the same purpose: to collect and store 

stormwater before releasing it at a controlled rate to downstream watercourses. Some also help 

with water treatment. They are often used to slow the rate at which runoff leaves a developed 

area, thereby preventing large, damaging discharges and reducing erosion potential.  

 

Wet Basins or Retention Ponds are designed to hold 

water year-round, with extra capacity to allow for  

handling small and large storm events. Drainage water  

from the surrounding area is funneled into the basin.  

As the basin fills, a spillway (usually a pipe) begins  

to release the water slowly. Most basins also have a  

secondary spillway to allow water to escape if the  

basin gets too full.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retention basins often look like recreational ponds, and can be visually attractive features of 

the landscape. However, they are a critical part of drainage infrastructure and need to be  

maintained in order to function properly. Maintenance typically consists of vegetation  

management and sediment removal. 

If you have questions or want to learn more, feel free to contact us!  

Dry Basins are a special type of retention basin that is 

designed to empty completely between large storm 

events. They can appear as no more than a shallow  

depression in the ground, but function in the same way 

as a wet basin during storm events. 

A grass-lined  dry basin with  a 
dusting of snow on the 
bottom 

A retention pond with 
freshly graded banks 
 



 

 

Marysville Field Office welcomes new employees 

Union SWCD Urban Technician, Emma Scott 

Emma was born and raised in Northeast Ohio and 

studied Environmental Science at Cleveland State   

University. During and after her time in undergrad, 

she worked various seasonal field jobs focused on 

reptile and amphibian conservation. In 2020, she 

moved to Oregon for graduate school and became 

interested in agriculture while working as a season-

al technician for the Oregon Department of  Agri-

culture. After earning her masters, she accepted a 

position with NRCS as a Soil Conservationist and 

developed a love for sustainable agriculture and soil 

& water health. She recently moved back to Ohio 

and is excited to begin a new chapter with Union 

Soil and Water Conservation District as an Urban 

Technician. In her free time, she enjoys birding, 

hiking, drawing and creating memories with her 

family and friends. 

Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist, Riley Porter 

My name is Riley Porter, and I am the new PFQF 

Biologist covering a few of  the counties in your    

areas. My home office is located at the Marysville 

NRCS Office (Union), but I also cover Champaign, 

Clark, Logan, and Madison counties. I transferred 

within PFQF from NW Indiana where I was also a 

Farm Bill Biologist working on various NRCS and 

related programs. My fiancé, Michaela, and I 

moved to Marysville to give her the opportunity to 

become a research associate at Ohio State in their 

fisheries ecology lab. We are huge waterfowl hunt-

ers, bird hunters, and anglers. We have a year and a 

half  old German shorthair pointer that needs to get 

on some birds next fall/winter, and we are excited 

for some fishing this spring.  
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Become a Union SWCD 
Affiliate Member  

The Union Soil and Water Conservation District is seeking 2026 Affiliate 
Members.  These contributions help the Board of Supervisors continue their 
efforts to educate the people of Union County about protecting our natural  

resources.  Such efforts include field days, pond clinics, displays, tours, camp 
scholarships, and presentations to schools and civic groups. 

Contributions to the District are voluntary and tax deductible. 

The following memberships are available to those contributing  

Diamond Membership    $500 or more 

Platinum Membership    $250 - $499 

Gold Membership     $100 - $249 

Silver Membership     $50 - $99 

As an Affiliate Member, we will list your business name and logo in our     
quarterly newsletters, the Annual Report, the Annual Meeting Program, and 
on the District website and Facebook page. 

Contributions should be dropped off or mailed to: 
 18000 State Route 4, Suite D, Marysville, OH 43040.   

 
If you have any questions, contact Sherry Maisenbacher at  

(937) 642-5871 x2221 or  smaisenbacher@unioncountyohio.gov. 
 
 
 

www.unioncountyohio.gov/departments/USWCD/affiliate-members--donors 

mailto:smaisenbacher@unioncountyohio.gov
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Affiliate membership dollars are used to help contribute to a variety of natural resource 
education efforts for Union County residents.  Such efforts include field days, pond clin-
ics, displays, tours, camp scholarships and presentations to schools and civic groups.  

Membership Benefits: 
Annual Meeting Tickets    Recognized in our quarterly newsletter 

Listed in our Annual Report  Listed on our website 

Listed in our Annual Meeting Program and Powerpoint 
        

Please complete the form below:   

Business Name:              

Contact Name:              

Email:           Phone:      

Address:               

City:          State:     Zip:      

Website:               

Choose one of the following Affiliate memberships available: 

            Diamond Membership $500 or more 

            Platinum Membership  $250 - $499 

            Gold Membership  $100 - $249 

            Silver Membership  $50 - $99 

 Send this form along with a check payable to: Union SWCD 
 18000 State Route 4, Suite D 
 Maryville, OH 43040 

If you have any questions please contact Sherry Maisenbacher at  
(937) 642-5871 x2221 or smaisenbacher@unioncountyohio.gov  

Union SWCD Affiliate Member Application 
https://www.unioncountyohio.gov/departments/USWCD/affiliate-members--donors 

mailto:smaisenbacher@unioncountyohio.gov
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Diamond Member 
Bahan Excavating LLC 

 

Platinum Member 
Burrey Aquatic Restoration LLC  Vititoe Construction, Inc. 

 

Gold Members 
Ag-Pro Richwood   Benny's Pizza   Bokes Creek Orchard 
Connolly Companies  Cook Real Estate   Dean Cook Nationwide Insurance 
Gravatt Farms   Millcreek Gardens LLC  Heart of Ohio Fish & Game Assoc. 
MitchellAgri, Inc.   MJS Oil, Inc.   Sheely Ag Services, LLC  
Smart Oil, LLC   Steve Stolte    The Seed Center 
     Union County Farm Bureau 

 

Silver Member 
Ohigro, Inc.   Richwood Tire Center 

Union SWCD Board of Supervisors and staff would like to  
THANK the 2025 Affiliate Members for their continued support 

www.unioncountyohio.gov/departments/USWCD/affiliate-members--donors 

Upcoming Events / Office Closures 

January 1, 2026 Holiday: USWCD Office CLOSED to observe New Year’s Day 

January 8, 2026 USWCD Board Mtg.: 6:00 p.m., in the Buckeye Mtg. Room 

January 19, 2026 Holiday: USWCD Office CLOSED to observe Martin Luther King Day 

February 9 – 11, 2026 OFSWCD Partnership Mtg., Hilton in Columbus 

February 12, 2026 USWCD Board Mtg.: 6:00 p.m., in the Buckeye Mtg. Room 

February 14 – 19, 2026 NACD 80th Annual Mtg., in San Antonio, TX 

February 16, 2026 Holiday: USWCD Office CLOSED to observe President’s Day 

March 12, 2026 USWCD Board Mtg.: 6:00 p.m., in the Buckeye Mtg. Room 

April 9, 2026 USWCD Board Mtg.: 6:00 p.m., in the Buckeye Mtg. Room 

April 18, 2026 USWCD Annual Tree Sale, 9:00 a.m. - Noon or until SOLD OUT 

May 14, 2026 USWCD Board Mtg.: 6:00 p.m., in the Buckeye Mtg. Room 

May 15, 2026 USWCD Tilapia Sale, Deadline to turn in the Tilapia Sale Order Form 

  

https://bahanexcavating.com/
http://www.burreyauatics.com
https://www.agprocompanies.com/about-us/locations/richwood-oh/
https://bennyspizza.com/
https://connollycos.com/
http://www.davecookrealtor.com/
https://agency.nationwide.com/oh/marysville/43040/dean-e-cook
http://millcreekplants.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2461051130595629/
https://www.mjsoilinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SheelyAgService/
https://www.fueloildeliverymarysville.com/
https://www.theseedcenter.com/
http://www.union.ofbf.org
http://www.ohigro.com
http://www.richwoodtire.com
https://www.unioncountyohio.gov/departments/USWCD/affiliate-members--donors

